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are J. C. H. R. Steenstrap's and Axel Olrik's. Of the English
critics, W. P. Ker did most to study the relationship of our
ballads to the Danish and of both to the mediaeval dance.
The papers dealing with this subject are in his Collected
Essays (1925) and Form and Style in Poetry (1928), and there
is a short summary in his classic English Literature: Medieval
(Home University Library, 1912). Other special studies have
dealt with ballad music (Cecil Sharp and American scholars
like Philipps Barry) and ballad folklore (Wimberly and Stith
Thomson). The most promising type of enquiry is detailed
research into the variants of a particular ballad (Archer Taylor's
study of "Edward" and Miss Gilchrist's of "Lamkin"). I
have tried to summarize the work of these scholars, in the
hope that it may help to bring about a more realistic approach
to the ballads and a keener enjoyment of their poetry.